THE   PA  MEN

human endurance has its limits, and after ten and a
half hours " of single-handed combat," he collapsed.
The substance of his speech is nowhere preserved,
but the Opposition Marlborough Press, naturally
vituperative to a rival, described it as cc ten and a
half hours of rubbish, ribaldry and Billingsgate."

Since the fatal division could no longer be delayed
the Resolution was passed and forwarded to Superin-
tendent Seymour, who replied that cc the course
pursued by the Council was contrary to the Consti-
tution, which fixed the session at Picton."

Motions calling for the resignation of the Superin-
tendent were only defeated by his friends leaving the
room and depriving the Council of a quorum. But
his Superintendency ended with that session, and the
great battle of Blenheim v. Picton was virtually over.
The population of the province had increased in the
sheep districts near Blenheim, giving it additional
electoral power, and when the Council met in
October, 1865, ce there was an assured majority to
carry out the resolutions of the previous Council."

The last episode in this struggle wasce the handing in
by Mr. Beauchamp of aprotest against the Council pro-
ceeding to elect a Superintendent.3 * Mr. Eyes, the main
supporter of the Opposition, was proposed and elected,
though cc the Picton representatives showed their con-
tempt for the proceedings by leaving in a body."

Within the next three weeks the seat of government
was transferred from Picton, and " that little town
suffered a relapse from which it has never recovered."
Its total population in 1886 was hardly more than
700 ; and when in the iSgo's, Katherine Mansfield
paid the visit to The True Original Pa Man, her
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